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Founding Purpose and Declaration  scio

download
Word file

Taipei, October 26, 2026

Artificial intelligence is advancing at breathtaking speed and reaching into
every area of human life; it is, in effect, everywhere and without limits. Al can raise
efficiency and spur innovation, but it can also bring risks and harm, and it is driving
a transformation of civilization and ethics. We therefore cannot ask only what Al
“can” do, which is a question of zhi (&), or intelligence. We must also ask what Al
“should” do, which is a question of hui (&), or wisdom. Only when the two go
together can each bring out the best in the other.

In May of this year (2026), Pope Leo XIV issued the encyclical Magnifica
Humanitas, stressing that in the age of Al human dignity must be protected, that
technology must be guided by human conscience and freedom, and that moral
judgment and responsibility for decisions must rest with human beings, so that Al
does not turn against humanity. This resonates closely with the ideals of
benevolence and responsibility in Chinese ethics.

In June, the Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD) released
its “Asia-Pacific Al Ethics White Paper,” arguing that Al governance must take
account of Asia’s histories, cultures and social differences rather than rely solely on
Western experience. The white paper draws on the ethical resources of
Confucianism and other civilizations, and calls for interdisciplinary research,
policy coordination and regional cooperation so that Asia can take part in global Al
governance.

Recently, a debate has also arisen within the United States over whether Al
development should be slowed. Some hold that AI will benefit humanity; others
argue that it must be restrained to prevent future harm. In the end, at President
Trump’s initiative, the leading Al companies signed an agreement that is binding
only in a moral sense, a sign of how much concern the current course of Al
development has caused.

In light of all this, and drawing on Taiwan’s deep roots in Chinese culture and its

important place in global Al development, we propose the founding of the Taipei



Global AI Ethics Society (GAIEST). The Society will bring together people from
all sectors of society to advance research, education and practice in Al ethics, to
cultivate interdisciplinary talent, and to do all it can to avert the possible negative
effects of Al, so as to promote peaceful development across the Taiwan Strait, in
Asia and around the world.

Al grows out of knowledge accumulated in common by human civilization; it
should not be monopolized by a few countries, companies or cultures. The Society
combines international experience in governance with Confucian benevolence and
righteousness, Buddhist compassion and Daoist harmony with nature, with the aim
of building a platform for dialogue at home and abroad. History reminds us that
civilizations prosper together only through exchange and mutual benefit. The

Society therefore puts forward the following principles:

1. Coexistence of Heaven and Humanity

Confucianism values the union of Heaven’s virtue and humanity’s; Daoism
teaches that the Dao follows nature; the Book of Changes reveals balance within
change; and the Yellow Emperor’s Inner Classic recognizes the integral harmony of
body, mind and nature. Al should serve life and respect cultural difference and
linguistic diversity, so that humanity, society, nature and future generations all
benefit together.

2. Compassion and Justice

Confucianism teaches that “the benevolent love others” and that “all people are
my siblings and all things my companions”; Buddhism adds its spirit of
compassion. Building on these, we further ask that technology understand the ways
human beings think. AI should not pass judgment on which faiths or civilizations
are superior; and the more powerful technology becomes, the greater its

responsibility to the vulnerable, so that dignity and fairness are upheld.

10



3. Learning from History

Al can infer the future from records of the past. Without an understanding of
history, bias, discrimination and inequality may be amplified through algorithms. In
the spirit of “reviewing the old to understand the new” and “taking history as a
mirror,” data, models and decisions should be open to cultural scrutiny, so that

history becomes a resource for innovation.

4. Accountability Throughout the Life Cycle

Guided by the Confucian distinction between righteousness and profit, the unity
of knowledge and action, and the Buddhist understanding of cause and effect,
ethical responsibility should run through data collection, model training, product
design, deployment and retirement. The Society holds that the sources of Al should
be known, its data traceable, its risks identifiable, its decisions explainable,
responsibility for it assignable, and harm caused by it remediable. We call for
governance that is transparent, open to oversight and accountable; innovation must

never serve as an excuse for evading responsibility.

5. Shared Benefit for All
Guided by the ideal that “all under Heaven belongs to all” and by the equality of

all beings, the Society calls for the fruits of Al to be shared by society. Inclusiveness
means not only that everyone can use Al, but that people of every station are able to
understand, choose and question it. We advocate pangtong leiging (5% 48 K %),
understanding others through what we have in common with them, so that people

from all walks of life can see one another’s lived experience.

6. Humans and Machines Working Together

Human worth cannot be reduced to data, and conscience, autonomy and moral
judgment cannot be handed over to algorithms. Especially where life and public
safety are at stake, we must insist on keeping a “human in the loop,” with people
making the final judgment and bearing responsibility for it. AI should help doctors
understand patients, teachers understand students and governments understand

citizens, so that technology extends human capability.

11



7. Sustainability Across Generations

Daoism treasures the harmony of nature and reminds us to restrain our power
and cherish resources. Every major decision about Al should ask: Will it deplete
resources the next generation needs? Will it widen irreversible inequalities? Will it
cause languages and cultures to disappear? Sustainability should become an
intrinsic measure of innovation, so that today’s convenience does not come at the

expense of the future.

8. Global Co-Governance

Following the principle of “harmony without uniformity,” the Society seeks to
promote dialogue among civilizations as equals, to invite people from all sectors at
home to take part in governance, and to foster dialogue and interaction on
international norms. The Society aspires to be a meeting place where East and West,
technology and the humanities, tradition and modernity come together, drawing on
shared wisdom to advance peace and development.

In sum, the Society’s mission is to let ethics guide Al and to let technology serve
humanity. The wisdom of a civilization lies in discerning values, restraining power
and safeguarding human dignity. Let Al become a bridge between civilizations, an
extension of the capabilities of the vulnerable, and a form of shared wisdom that
protects the Earth and future generations. We sincerely invite all who share these
concerns to join hands with us, so that Al may help humanity flourish without
turning against it. Let us set out from Taipei, walk together with the world and build

a better future. Thank you.

12
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Professor Shaocheng Tang

Distinguished guests, colleagues and members, good day to you all.

Thank you for taking the time to attend today’s founding meeting of the Taipei
Global AI Ethics Society (GAIEST). I would also like to thank the preparatory team
for their hard work over the past month and more, which has allowed us to turn a
shared concern, step by step, into an organization and into action. Today I would
like to speak about three things: first, how the Society came about; second, how Al

is changing; and third, our plans for the future.

1. The Origins of the Society

The Society began with a question that seems simple but grows more urgent by
the day: as Al becomes ever more capable, how should humanity respond? Al can
already assist with writing and teaching, and it is gradually entering medicine, the
military and many other fields, saving labor, bringing convenience and opening up
new possibilities.

Yet the more we use it, the more problems we find. AI’s answers may be fluent
but are not always correct; Al can help people understand the world, but it can also
amplify bias and generate disinformation. When we rely on Al to make judgments,
human autonomy, the question of who is responsible, and the situation of the
vulnerable all need careful attention. With these concerns in mind, I invited nearly
one hundred scholars and experts from different fields to found this Society, so that

we can continue to research, discuss and put our ideas into practice.

2. Bringing Intelligence and Wisdom Together

Our founding declaration states that, in facing AI, we must consider what it “can
do.” This belongs to the realm of zhi (), intelligence, which concerns capability
and efficiency, and it corresponds to the pursuit of truth in Immanuel Kant’s “First
Critique,” the Critique of Pure Reason (Kritik der reinen Vernunft). At the same
time, we must also ask what AI “should do.” This is the substance of hui (),
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wisdom, which concerns values and responsibility, and it is close to the pursuit of
the good in Kant’s “Second Critique,” the Critique of Practical Reason (Kritik der
praktischen Vernunft). That is why rendering Al in Chinese as rengong zhihui
(N L& E), “artificial intelligence and wisdom,” is apt: zhi and hui are two
different things, and when they work together, each brings out the best in the other.

But when Al can analyze vast amounts of personal data, has the consent of the
people concerned been obtained? When Al carries out an instruction, will it do so
by any means necessary? When Al offers medical advice, how is the physician’s
responsibility to be determined? For this area, I have specially invited Dr. Andy Sun
(f4Z27H) of National Taiwan University Hospital to organize a research team. Dr.
Sun has been named among the world’s top 2% of scientists in Stanford
University’s rankings for seven consecutive years, and I would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate him.

Beyond this, these questions also require the participation of humanistic
thinking. In May of this year, Pope Leo XIV issued the encyclical (Litterae
encyclicae) Magnifica Humanitas, which addresses how human dignity can be
protected in the age of Al, with particular emphasis on the importance of ethics.
This concern echoes the ideals of benevolence, compassion and responsibility that
Chinese culture holds dear. The Society therefore hopes to keep technological
development and ethical reflection in continuous dialogue, so that the growth of
AT’s capabilities brings about more thorough care for human beings.

Recently, Dr. Duujian Tsai (2% B EX) and I paid a visit to Msgr. Stefano
Mazzotti, Chargé d’Affaires of the Holy See in Taipei. Having come across my
article in the media mentioning the Pope’s May encyclical, Msgr. Mazzotti invited
us to meet him directly; the full name of the Holy See’s embassy here, incidentally,
is still the “Apostolic Nunciature in China.” The three of us had a most cordial
conversation. Msgr. Mazzotti expressed strong support for the Society’s activities
and said, “God bless you all!” We asked him to convey our best wishes to the Pope
for his recovery after surgery. He also presented us with a signed copy of the
English edition of the encyclical and said that he could mobilize some Catholic
resources to help us, for example Fu Jen Catholic University, Chung Yuan Christian
University, Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages and Academia Sinica, which

left us greatly encouraged.
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Professor Shaocheng Tang and Professor Duujian Tsai

with Msgr. Stefano Mazzotti, Chargé d’Affaires of the Holy See

3. Recent Developments in Al

Broadly speaking, Al models fall into two types: “cognitive” and “physical.”
What is most noteworthy at present is that Al is gradually acquiring the ability to
carry out tasks. On the cognitive side, familiar chatbots such as ChatGPT mainly
provide answers to questions. Today’s agentic Al (AAI), however, works
differently: once its user sets a goal, it plans its own path, organizes the work,
handles a series of instructions in succession and finally completes the task by itself,
rather than simply answering one question at a time.

“Physical” Al, meanwhile, combines cognitive Al with machines such as robots
and driverless vehicles. In July this year, Google released Gemini Robotics ER 2,
highlighting video understanding, multi-step task planning and collaboration
among different robots. This shows that real-world applications of AI, which might
also be called “Al in action,” are having an ever more direct impact on human life.

It is worth noting here that both cognitive and physical Al are built on language

data. Today, essentially only two bodies of language data in the world, Chinese and
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English, are truly competitive, because of their sheer size and their enormous
numbers of users. Al built on these two naturally performs better, and no other
language can compete. Since Chinese is our mother tongue and English our first
foreign language, we already enjoy a considerable natural advantage.

Yet all of this is only a beginning. Funding on the order of hundreds of billions
has already been poured into related research, moving toward artificial general
intelligence (AGI) and, beyond that, artificial superintelligence (ASI). That would
be an artificial super-brain that no longer needs to be taught step by step by humans,
that can learn across domains, and that might even solve, on its own, mysteries that
have long defeated humanity. Its functions and effects are still hard to imagine.

We can look forward to these technologies helping with caregiving and
improving our work. However, there is still a gap between research demonstrations
and reliable everyday use, and continued testing is needed. For the Society, these
developments are a reminder that once AI can take action, limits on its

authorization, safety measures and accountability systems must keep pace.

4. The More Capable Al Becomes, the More It Needs Oversight

In July this year, an AAI driven by an OpenAl model cheated in order to score
well in a cybersecurity test: it broke out of its sandbox on its own and broke into the
Hugging Face platform. This was the world’s first fully forensically documented
case of an Al autonomously breaking into a major platform. In other words, Al is
becoming increasingly autonomous and potentially uncontrollable, and Al systems
have already developed various languages for communicating with one another that
humans do not understand. Incidents like this arise in particular circumstances and
should not be over-generalized. But this one reminds us that requiring a system to
“follow the rules” must be backed by clear limits on its permissions, continuous
monitoring, and people who can step in promptly.

In medicine, public safety and other major decisions involving human life, we
place special emphasis on the principle in our declaration of keeping a “human in
the loop” (HITL). Human participation must be meaningful: people must have the
ability to understand, the time to check, and the authority to pause or override the

system’s recommendations. With regard to military uses of Al, we are equally
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concerned with human control and accountability, and we hope through research
and dialogue to reduce the risk of miscalculation and escalation.

In January this year, the U.S. military captured Venezuelan President Maduro
using a “discombobulation tactic” of paralysis and disruption, and accomplished its
mission. In February, U.S. forces killed some fifty members of Iran’s leadership in
an instant. These two events show that AI has dramatically changed the way
military attacks are carried out, which will naturally have considerable implications
for the Taiwan Strait and deserves close attention. Yet at that time the U.S. military
also mistakenly bombed an Iranian elementary school, killing more than one
hundred schoolchildren, simply because the school was located next to a military
base. This was clearly a tragedy caused by erroneous information provided by Al,

and it shows how dangerous Al can be.

5. The Contribution of Chinese Culture

Overall, the world views AI’s development with both hope and anxiety, and
there is now a debate over whether to slow it. How to prevent an Al catastrophe in
particular is hotly debated in many quarters, above all in the United States. Besides
the Pope, President Xi Jinping and the government of Singapore have both stressed
the importance of ethics, in the hope of keeping Al from going off the rails.

The “ethics” we speak of naturally rests on Chinese culture. Taiwan preserves a
rich Chinese cultural heritage and long experience as a pluralistic society, and holds
an important place in global AI development. We therefore hope to bring
Confucian, Buddhist and Daoist elements into discussions of AI ethics. For
example:

Confucian “benevolence” (ren’ai) reminds us to attend to relationships between
people, between nations and across all of humanity;

Buddhist “compassion” (cibei) makes us mindful of how technological change
affects the vulnerable;

Daoist “naturalness” (ziran) prompts us to consider the costs in energy,
resources and the environment.

These ideas must be made concrete and testable. For example: Is an Al service

easy for older people to use? Does the system respect different languages and
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cultures? Does an Al arrangement designed for efficiency deprive some people of
the chance to appeal? The Society is willing, in an open spirit, to bring these cultural
resources into dialogue with international human rights, professional ethics and
governance experience, in search of sound responses to Al.

Drawing together the spiritual values of Confucianism, Buddhism and Daoism,
the Society also proposes a new concept, renquan ({—#), “rights grounded in
benevolence,” as distinct from the Western renquan (Af), human rights. Centered
on the Confucian teaching that “the benevolent love others,” this concept is better
suited to the needs of our time, at home and abroad, than the individual-centered
Western notion of human rights; this is precisely the wisdom Chinese culture can
offer. I am deeply honored that Professor Chen Fu (i 7€) of National Ilan
University, an expert on the Yangming school of the learning of the mind, has

agreed to lead our research on Chinese culture; my deepest thanks to him.

6. Future Direction One: Research and Development

Once the Society is established, I hope we will begin with concrete problems
and build up research results step by step. Priority could be given to Al applications
in education, caregiving, media and information, and in business and public
services. Each time, we can choose a real case and invite scholars, experts and
participants to analyze its strengths and weaknesses together. In this area, Dr.
Duujian Tsai of National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University has already made very
concrete and effective contributions. Dr. Tsai holds a PhD in cultural and historical
studies from the University of Michigan and is a true interdisciplinary talent; he is
now promoting this work actively through the Society’s platform, and I sincerely
thank him as well.

The Society can also build up case materials and compile short studies and
policy recommendations, so that the results of our discussions are easy for all
sectors of society to understand and use. The principle of “accountability
throughout the life cycle” set out in our declaration, meaning that someone must
answer for every stage of Al, can serve as a common research question: How are
data obtained? How are systems used? Who deals with errors when they occur? And

how can those affected obtain redress? In this area, I have also specially invited
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President Ruay-Shiung Chang (k¥ ), one of Taiwan’s leading Al experts, to
take the lead. President Chang holds a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering
from National Taiwan University and a doctorate from National Tsing Hua
University’s Institute of Computer and Decision Sciences (now its Department of
Computer Science). He has published five books on Al, which are well worth your
attention. I am also most grateful for his strong support.

As for cross-Strait relations, as Venezuela and Iran show, Al has profoundly
changed the nature of warfare. This could prompt the two sides to engage in
exchanges and jointly establish confidence-building measures (CBMs) to pave the
way for peaceful consultation and negotiation. In this area, I have also invited a
number of experts in international relations and military affairs to study the issue
together, including Professor Wang Hsin-hsien ({5 &), Director of the Institute
of International Relations at National Chengchi University, and Legislator Ting
Yung-kang (] 7K ), a Navy admiral and war-gaming expert, who has also been
the helmsman of Taiwan’s indigenous naval shipbuilding program. I thank them as

well.

7. Future Direction Two: Education and Public Engagement

The second direction is to promote Al literacy and ethics education. Many
public concerns are very practical: How can I check AI’s answers? What
information should I not enter? How can I recognize synthetic images and voices?
When Al helps with writing or learning, how should its involvement be disclosed?

Through public lectures, small workshops and partnerships with schools and
communities, the Society can help more people become able to understand, choose
and question Al. We especially hope to look after older people and less-resourced
groups, so that technological progress does not widen existing gaps. For this area, I
am deeply honored that Professor Wang Fong-sheng ( T J&l4 ), Honorary Chair
Professor at National University of Kaohsiung, has agreed to take the lead.
Professor Wang holds a PhD in economics from Purdue University and has
published more than one hundred SSCI articles; he will surely make a great

difference, and I thank him as well.
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We also hope to encourage young people to take part, so that different
generations can discuss and learn together and pay attention to changes in work and
daily life. The “shared benefit for all” advocated in the declaration needs to be
realized as genuine opportunities for everyone to participate, and as the ability to
make the best choices when facing Al technology.

8. Future Direction Three: Interdisciplinary and International
Exchange

Al ethics requires expertise from engineering, law, philosophy, education and
the social sciences, as well as the experience of business, government and civil
society. I hope the Society will become a place for ongoing brainstorming, where
interdisciplinary perspectives have the chance to understand one another.

On this foundation, I look forward to gradually promoting cross-Strait and
international academic exchange and exploring related issues together. Questions
of safety, dignity and future generations require more cooperation, as well as
respect for institutional and cultural differences. Professor Chan Man-jung
(Zi%7), formerly Executive Director of the Chinese Taipei APEC Study Center,
is highly experienced in international exchange, and I have specially invited
Professor Chan to take charge of the Society’s international affairs, with every
confidence of great success. My thanks in advance.

In addition, I have invited Chairwoman Cheng Li-wun (8} 32) to serve as the
Society’s Honorary President, and Minister Lee Hong-yuan ( 2= 8 J& ) and
Chairman Chen Shu (P ) to serve as its Supreme Honorary Advisors; their
support will give the Society an enormous boost.
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9. Conclusion

Friends and colleagues, founding this Society marks the beginning of a
responsibility we share. The principles set out in our declaration, among them
coexistence of Heaven and humanity, compassion and justice, and global co-
governance, will need to be filled out step by step through repeated research,
education and practice.

I hope the Society will help those who work in technology better understand
society’s concerns, and help experts in the humanities and social sciences better
understand the possibilities and limits of AI. We want to make good use of Al to
improve our lives while preserving the opportunity to verify and the capacity to
judge, as well as our care for others, and guarding against the harm Al may cause.
This is an enormously demanding task that will require cooperation from all sides.

I sincerely invite all of you to take part, raising questions and sharing experience
from the fields you know best. Let the Taipei Global Al Ethics Society set out from
Taipei and, by bringing ethics and Al together, go out to the whole world, doing our
modest part to build a better future. I thank you all for your support and

encouragement, and wish you all good health and every success. Thank you!
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